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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we approach the holiday season, I want to take a moment to
express my appreciation to each of you for your dedication and
commitment to our school community. This time of year is an
opportunity for us to reflect on the importance of togetherness,
kindness, and the spirit of giving.

Thank you for entrusting us with the privilege of educating your
children. Together, we are building a strong foundation for their
future, and we are incredibly grateful for the role you play in their
growth and development.

May this season bring you joy, peace, and renewal, and may this
coming year be filled with even more success, growth, and
opportunities for learning. 

On behalf of our entire school district, I wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Tom Ridder
Superintendent

P.S. Remember the holiday break runs from December 23 
through January 1  . January 2     will be the first day of 
school after the holidays.
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Dear Glidden-Ralston Families,

I’d like to wish you all the best for this holiday season and Happy New
Year! As January approaches, my hope is that all of our students and
families have time to rest and refresh as we move into the second half of
the school year.

For snow days or any other emergency situations, we now have a new
alert system that will run through our Infinite Campus. In order to
receive text messages through this system, you’ll need to opt into that
option within the system. This can also be used to receive texts for other
messages that originate through Infinite Campus. There are directions
later in this newsletter to help you through this process. 

As always, we are grateful for the ongoing support of our families. We
encourage you to stay connected with the school through events and
engagement with your child about their learning experiences.

Warm regards,

Mr. Hjelle
PK-12 Principal



The doors to the school open at 7:30 for breakfast. This time of year is

very cold. Please do not drop your children off prior to 7:30.

Please send your children with appropriate clothing. The following

guidelines are listed in the Parent/Student Handbook:

60°F or above: short sleeves and shorts are acceptable.

50°F-59°F: long sleeves and pants are necessary.

49°F-40°F: coats or sweatshirts are recommended.

39°F or below: snow pants, boots, winter coats, and gloves are

necessary to play and walk on the snow. Otherwise, students will

stay on hard, snowless surfaces.

Please do not park in the no parking area near the crosswalk in front of

the school.

Chronic Absenteeism is an emphasis this year in the State of Iowa. We

understand that illnesses happen, especially this time of year. Please

provide doctor’s notes to the office when seeing a physician and be

cognizant of how many days your student may be missing. 

January Dates to Remember:

January 2
Return to School

January 10
1   Semester ends - 12:45 Dismissal. HS students can leave at 12:20 if
they choose not to stay for lunch.

January 13
No Preschool
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ALERT
SYSTEM

We are excited to announce the implementation of our
new message alert system through Infinite Campus. This
new alert system will allow you to receive text messages
and voice messages regarding school closings, food
service balances, attendance, and so much more. 

Please note: This new message alert system has replaced
our old alert system for weather related notifications. In
order for you to receive a notification regarding school
closings, early outs, or late starts, you must opt in to
receive text message or voice message alerts on the
Parent Portal. 

NEW

Follow the instructions on the next page on how you can
receive text message or voice message alerts.  

If you do not have access to the parent portal on Infinite
Campus, you may fill out the following google form:

https://forms.gle/XKMdSWdM6CRtAC1L6

https://forms.gle/XKMdSWdM6CRtAC1L6
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After logging into your parent
portal, click on the user menu
located in the right hand
corner of the screen. 
Choose Settings.

Click on Contact
Preferences.

Check the boxes next to each
message category for which
you would like to receive a
text message or voice
message. 

Weather related notifications such as school
closings, early outs, and late starts fall under
the Priority category. You must check one of

the boxes for Priority to receive weather related notifications. If you do
not check a box, you will not receive the weather related notifications. 






